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I would thank you from the bottom of my heart, but for you my heart has no bottom. ~Author Unknown

CASA Corner

Greetings Advocates,

The crisp, fall air is forcing us to admit that once again,
the holiday season has come upon us sooner than expected. Things
are bustling, as per usual, at the CASA office, as we prepare to
make this time of year special for the children we serve.

As we all know, the holidays can prove to be a difficult
time for many, and our children may be dealing with loaded
emotions around this time. As advocates, we have the unique
opportunity to do a little extra something to make our CASA
children feel remembered and appreciated.

We have holiday craft projects available at the CASA
office, as well as a cake decorating class being offered. We’ll be
holding our annual toy drive and will provide more information
about that early next month. This is a great opportunity to teach
our children the gift of giving as well as receiving.

If your child is enrolled in the ILP program, make sure
they get to attend the Harvest Dinner on November 8" at Hartnell
College. It should be a great opportunity to learn about
Thanksgiving and how to start his/her own holiday traditions. The
ILP program is also gearing up for a very special Holiday Dinner
on December 13". Talk to your child now about clearing their
schedule, as this is an incredible opportunity for a very memorable
experience, thanks to a very generous CASA supporter.

As you spend time with whoever you hold dear in your
own life this month, please pause and give thanks for all you have,
as we here pause and give thanks for all you have given to us here
at CASA. We are so fortunate to have you all as advocates, as
peers, as neighbors and as friends. Thank you all.

Happy Thanksgiving,
Michelle Arnold
Recruitment & Training Coordinator




Did you know...

Reaching Independence through Sustainable Employment (RISE)

The RISE Program serves youth who are at-risk and struggling to succeed in an educational
and/or work environment due to various factors which may include: history of poor choices,
lack of social supports/connections, limited English, pregnant/parenting youth, homelessness,
lack of basic skills, poor work history, poor self-esteem, and poor study habits. The program is
designed to foster familiarity with the workforce culture. Youth are exposed to "real-life"
scenarios through workshops and one-on-one sessions. Employment Specialists encourage the
development of accountability, responsibility and job/career readiness through the following:

« Educational and vocational self-assessments
« Job search assistance

 Occupational assistance pertaining to the identification of vocational interests, and gaining
job experience with support

« Educational assistance such as exposure to postsecondary educational opportunities,
planning for educational and career development, navigating financial aid/scholarship
resources

» Workshops/classes to prepare participants for job sustainability and educational success.
These may include topics such as: resume writing, interviewing skills, communication skills,

maintaining a job, workplace safety, sexual harassment, study skills, knowing your learning
style, etc.

® Addressing barriers/needs such as transportation, work attire, tutoring
« Job placement
« Referrals to community resources

For additional information about RISE, contact Rhonda Staton at 831-757-4525

Q and A Blvd
with CASA's
Administrative Assistant, Jackie Beltran

Q: What led to you seeking out CASA?

A: At Central Coast College we do a work-study program and that is how | found
out about CASA. When | went in everyone seemed really nice so | decided to work
here.

Q: What are your career goals?
A: For now it is working in an office as an administrative assistant. After that |
would like to work with juveniles, maybe at Juvenile Hall.

Q: What do you do for fun?
A: On weekends | take my little sister out or | go to movies or dinner with friends.

Stop by the office to meet Jackie. She is here 20 hours a week for the next month.
CASA of Monterey thanks Jackie for joining our family.

Advocate Avenue

We would like to wish the following
advocates a very happy birthday
during the month of November...

Kathy Kessler 11/4
Shitley Wylly 11/4
Yesenia Salvatierra 11/6
Anne Motris 11/9
Maureen McEachen 11/10
Susan Alexander Myers 11/13
Fe Nadine Leong 11/14
Alice Knapp 11/18
Bree Nakashima 11/19
Linda Kuhnz 11/20

We need your help
in South County!

If anyone has any ideas for recruiting
advocates in South County, we welcome
your tips and suggestions.

We are currently in the process of setting up
lunch-&-learns.

If you know a business that would like to
host a lunch and learn, please let Brianne
know.

When faxing in documents to the CASA
office please double check that you are
faxing them to 831-455-6802 and NOT
831-455-8602. This 8602 fax number is
someone not affiliated with CASA. This
person has received a few misdirected
faxes intended for our office, and it is a
confidentiality breach we need to rectify as
quickly as possible.
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The holiday season is just around the corner, so we’ve gathered a few art projects in the CASA
Activity Room that you can make with your CASA child. These projects are a great opportunity

. for your CASA child to express themselves creatively and give the finished product to a parent,
caregiver or friend as a gift. It is a great opportunity for you to teach them about the joys found
not just in GETTING a gift, but from GIVING one.

-~ “|'s Me” Magnets

These are blank figures

fii that each child can

i decorate however they
want (both girl and boy
designs).

the office for yo to avoid any

issues with confidentiality. RN Feel free to bring
your CASA child in

to create the craft or
contact Brianne for
some to take if you
would like to do the
art elsewhere.




Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoption Act

Will Improve Outcomes

for Children and Youth in Foster Care

The Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act (H.R. 6893) will help hundreds of thousands of
children and youth in foster care by promoting permanent families for them through relative guardianship and
adoption and improving education and health care. Additionally, it will extend federal support for youth to age 21.
H.R. 6893 also will offer for the first time many American Indian children important federal protections and support.
H.R. 6893 has bipartisan support and is fully paid for. This bill resolves differences between the House-passed
Fostering Connections to Success Act (H.R. 6307) and the Senate Finance Committee-approved Chairman’s Mark of S.
3038, the Improved Adoption Incentives and Relative Guardianship Support Act.

The Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act, which would improve outcomes for
children and youth in foster care, must be enacted in September. The bill will:

Promote Permanent Families for Children in Foster Care

With Relatives

Subsidized Guardianship Payments for Relatives. Helps children in foster care leave care to live
permanently with grandparents and other relative guardians when they cannot be returned home or adopted
and offers federal support to states to assist with subsidized guardianship payments to these families. Clarifies
that all children who currently receive federally-supported subsidized guardianship payments in states with
Child Welfare Demonstration Waivers will be able to continue to receive that assistance under the new
program.

Notice to Relatives When Children Enter Care. Increases opportunities for relatives to step in when
children are removed from their parents and placed in foster care by ensuring they get notice of this removal.

Kinship Navigator Programs. Guarantees funds for Kinship Navigator programs, through new Family
Connection grants, to help connect children living with relatives, both in and out of foster care, to supports and
assistance they need.

Licensing Standards for Relatives. Clarifies that states may waive non-safety related licensing standards for
relatives on a case-by-case basis and requires the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to report
to Congress on ways to further eliminate licensing barriers so that more children can be placed with relatives
in foster care and be eligible for federal support.

Improve the Quality of Staff Working with Children in the Child Welfare System

Extended federal support for training of staff. Expands the availability of federal training dollars, on a
phased in basis, to reach more of those caring for and working with children in the child welfare system,
including relative guardians, staff of private child welfare agencies, court personnel, attorneys, guardian ad
litems, and court appointed special advocates.

With Adoptive Families

Incentives for Adoption. Increases incentives to states to find adoptive families for children in foster care,
especially those with disabilities or other special needs and older youth.

Adoption Assistance. Increases opportunities for more children with special needs to receive federally-

supported adoption assistance without regard to the income of the birth families from whom they were
originally removed.

(cont. on next page)




(Adoption Act cont.)

With Birth Families and Other Relatives

Establishes New Family Connection Grants. Increases resources for Kinship Navigator programs, as
described above, Family Group Decision-making meetings, Intensive Family Finding activities, and
Residential Family-Based Substance Abuse Treatment, all of which can help children stay safely with
family members and out of foster care or, once in care, return to their parents or other family members.

Keeping Siblings Together. Preserves the sibling bond for children by requiring states to make reasonable

efforts to place siblings together when they must be removed from their parents’ home, provided it is in the

children’s best interests. In the case of siblings not placed together, states must make reasonable efforts to

provide for frequent visitation or other ongoing interaction, unless such interaction would be harmful to any
of the siblings.

Improve Outcomes for Children and Youth in Foster Care

Foster Care for Older Youth. Helps youth who turn 18 in foster care without permanent families to
remain in care, at state option, to age 19, 20, or 21 with continued federal support to increase their
opportunities for success as they transition to adulthood.

Educational Stability. Helps children and youth in foster care, guardianship and adoption achieve their
educational goals by requiring that states ensure that they attend school and, when placed in foster care,
they remain in their same school where appropriate, or, when a move is necessary, get help transferring
promptly to a new school; also provides increased federal support to assist with school-related
transportation costs.

Health Care Coordination. Helps improve health care for children and youth in foster care by requiring
the state child welfare agency to work with the state Medicaid agency to create a plan to better coordinate
health care for these children in order to ensure appropriate screenings and assessments and follow-up
treatment and to assure sharing of critical information with appropriate providers and oversight of
prescription medications.

Increase Support for American Indian and Alaska Native Children

Direct Access to Federal Support for Indian Tribes. Offers, for the first time, many American Indian and
Alaska Native children federal assistance and protections through the federal foster care and adoption
assistance programs that hundreds of thousands of other children are eligible for already.

Technical Assistance and Implementation Services. Requires HHS to provide technical assistance and
implementation services dedicated to improving services and permanency outcomes for Indian children and
their families.

Improve the Quality of Staff Working with Children in the Child Welfare System

Extended federal support for training of staff. Expands the availability of federal training dollars, on a
phased in basis, to reach more of those caring for and working with children in the child welfare system,
including relative guardians, staff of private child welfare agencies, court personnel, attorneys, guardian ad
litems, and court appointed special advocates.

Improve the Quality of Staff Working with Children in the Child Welfare System

Extended federal support for training of staff. Expands the availability of federal training dollars, on a
phased in basis, to reach more of those caring for and working with children in the child welfare system,
including relative guardians, staff of private child welfare agencies, court personnel, attorneys, guardian ad
litems, and court appointed special advocates.




San Benito Street

The Holiday season is upon us! Once Halloween has taken place it seems like the days are flying
by and before you know it Thanksgiving is here and Christmas is just around the corner. CASA San
Benito started the planning for the foster kids toy drive in August and this week letters were mailed out
to 250 businesses and individuals asking for their support. Some businesses and churches have already
stepped up and pledged their support before the letters were mailed. There are several ways to support
the toy drive; you can “adopt” a child and purchase everything on their wish list, or you can drop off
unwrapped toys, or a monetary donation. You, the Advocates, can help by spreading the word about the
toy drive and let your co-workers, friends, family and neighbors know about this project. For additional
information or questions please contact Esther at the San Benito office; 637-4992 or email to
esther@casamonterey.org.

Best regards,

Esther Curtice




