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When the student is ready, the master appears. ~Buddhist Proverb

CASA Corner

Greetings Advocates,

I hope September is treating you all well so far. It’s
been busy around here, so my apologies that the newsletter is
a bit behind this month. School has started, and with that, the
need for all of us to update our educational surveys for our
CASA kids. Please make sure to speak with your case
supervisor regarding this.

The Independent Living Program (ILP) has just
begun, so those of you working with transitional aged youth
should make sure your child is enrolled. It’s a great program
where they will learn life skills while earning cash incentives
to help them when they emancipate. Talk to your child’s
social worker about getting them signed up.

Thank you very much to all who helped with The
Quail and Concours d’Elegance this year. The events went
well and the proceeds will help keep our program running
smooth! We have upcoming volunteer opportunities (see pg.
2 for details) so feel free to spread the word to family and
friends!

As always, thank you all for all you do and if we can
ever be of service please do not hesitate to contact us.

With gratitude,

Michelle Arnold

Recruitment & Training Coordinator
455-6800 or michelle@casamonterey.org
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Did you know...

Thanks so much to advocate David Maradei for facilitating the
most recent training on mandated court reporting. Here is
some great info for all!

Child Abuse Reporting Hotline
Salinas Valley (831) 755-4661

Toll Free Line for Monterey County 1-800-606-6618

e The Child Abuse Reporting Hotline hours are 8:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

After hours and weekends, callers with concerns for
children should dial (831) 769-8888 and ask for the
children's social worker to make a report.

If there is an emergency involving a child the caller
should dial 911 immediately.

Child abuse referrals are assessed and handled
according to the Article 6 of the California Welfare and
Institutions Code (Section 300 ef seq).

Mandated Reporters can fax or email as an email attachment a
Suspected Child Abuse Report (SCAR) form.

Confidential Fax Number (831) 796-8529 for use by Mandated
Reporters to send SCAR's.

Email Address ReportChildAbuse@co.monterey.ca.us for use
by Mandated Reporters to send SCAR's.

More information about Child Protection Program Forms can
be found at the State of California Office of the Attorney
General

http://caag.state.ca.us/childabuse/forms.htm

Sunset Monterey Idea House

Sunset Magazine has invited CASA of Monterey County to partner
with them on a unique fundraising opportunity. Sunset Magazine has
chosen to build this year’s Idea House on the Monterey Peninsula, at
Monterra. The home will be open to the public for ten weeks starting
in September. CASA has been asked to provide almost 750
volunteers over the ten week period in exchange for a very nice
donation from Sunset Magazine.

Your help in either volunteering to work a shift (or two) and/or to
recruit additional volunteers will help ensure the success of this event.
Please contact Julie Ann Lozano at lozanojulicann@hotmail.com .

Advocate Avenue

We would like to wish the following
advocates a very happy birthday during the
month of September...

Jane Doud 9/1
Michele Chavez-Diaz 9/5
Maggi de Lorimier 9/7
Bob Carroll 9/13
Richard Allen 9/17
Barbara Hays 9/21
Bill Sullivan 9/23
Mary Dandridge 9/25
Kathryn Pernet 9/25
David Maradei 9/27
Sonja Erickson 9/28
Ken Graeber 9/28
Kathi Wojtkowski 9/29

Yellow Light: Slow down and
Refresh your CASA

knowledge!

Sharpen your Advocate skills by attending a
new advocate training session. Having the
opportunity to share your personal
experience and CASA knowledge would
greatly benefit the new advocate trainees,
and keep you up to date on the current
training agenda.

Next Training begins
October 6th!

Please contact Michelle if you are
interested in sharing your experience
with the next group of CASA trainees.
It’s a wonderful opportunity to meet new
advocates, share the lessons you’ve
learned as a CASA and present your
current case plan.



Level s of Care:

A Brief overview for CASA Vol unteers
By Li bby Col eman
State and Federal |aws require that children who are renmoved from
their homes and decl ared Dependents of the Court nust be placed in
the | east restrictive environments consistent with their own safety
and the safety of others. That is, if they can be safely cared for by
a famly nmenber or friend, such a placenent nmust be considered first.
Li censed foster honmes and group hones are considered nore restrictive
environnments because they utilize trained caregivers and a higher
degree of structure than m ght be found with friend or famly. The
California Departnment of Social Services (CDSS) is in charge of
licensing and nonitoring foster care providers and group honmes in the
state of California.

Foster Care
Foster Hones are famly hones in which the parent(s) are paid to care
for the children placed in their care. At the least restrictive end,
they are actually the hone of a friend or famly nmenber of the child
in question and obtain a restricted |icense to provide care for one
particular child or sibling group. At the opposite end, a foster hone
may be licensed to care for as many as six children and may seem nore
like a group home than like a normal famly. The honme may be |icensed
as a "foster honme" if the caregivers live in the hone full tine, even

t hough they nmay pay others to provide nmuch of the care and
supervi si on

Li censed foster hones are subject to the rules established by CDSS.
In addition to the basic |level of foster honme, CDSS has established
Speci al i zed Foster Honmes in which the care provider receives extra
training to provide special care for children with specific needs
(e.g. nedically fragile infants or enotionally disturbed children).
There are al so Respite Care Foster Honmes, that is, homes with
experienced foster parents who take children for a short period of
time so that the regular caregiver can go on a vacation or sinply
take a break fromthe denands of being a foster parent, and Enmergency
Foster Homes for tenporary placenent when a child is renoved fromhis
or her home and there is no |onger-term hone avail abl e.
Sone foster hones are supervised directly by the county, while others
are part of a Foster Famly Agency (FFA), which recruits the parents,
trains them and provides on-going support and certification for the
caregi vers. Foster parents who work for an FFA receive their subsidy
through that office. It is the FFA that has the contract with the
county, not the individual foster famly. If your child is placed in
an FFA foster hone, you will be involved with the FFA social worker
who supervi sed that household as well as the county social worker. In
nost cases, the FFA social worker will know nore about the foster
famly and the child than the county social worker.

G oup Hones
G oup honmes provide a nore restrictive out-of-honme placenent option
for children in foster care. They all provide 24-hour care and
supervision, but they vary in the anount of additional services they
provi de. CDSS has established 14 levels for group hones. The |evels
are referred to as RCLs, that is, Rate Classification Levels; the

The RCL of a particular group honme is based on three conmponents: 1) child
care and supervision, 2) social work activities, and 3) nental health
treatment services. Each hone receives points for the nunber of hours per
child per nonth for each service and for the | evel of education and
training of the staff who provide each service. Thus a hone receives nore
points for providing tutoring, counseling or therapy and for having trained
educators, social workers or psychol ogists on staff.

Level 1 is the mninmumlevel, providing only childcare and supervision with
staff that has mnimal experience and/or education. A level 1 hone is






The CASA staff celebrating Yolonda’s
birthday!
From L to R:
Edna, Michelle, Brianne, Yolonda, Siobhan, Ruben and
our wonderful intern, Jackie

Congratulations to Dr. Stephen Los,
the lucky winner of the 2008
Concours d’Elegance raffle car!

From L to R: Ruben, Michelle, Edna and Dr. Los
(with his winnings- a 2008 Jeep Grand
Cherokee- parked behind him)
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school. For some of our CASA kids it’s very difficult to be involved in extra-curricular athletic programs

or clubs the schools offer. Often the expenses are a deterrent, however I found that contacting the
coaches and diplomatically explain the child’s situation, some expenses can be waived. It’s worth asking,
your CASA child may be able to participate and fulfill their dream.

September is also the start of a new training session in San Benito County. We are looking for
participation of active Advocates on Thursday, September 25. If you would like to share your
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