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It is CASA’s mission to actively train and support advocates as they “light the way” for youth in 
the juvenile dependency system.  So it was more than just a bit of clever marketing to name 
our major spring fundraiser just that.  Lighting the Way, now an eagerly anticipated annual 
event, has grown into one of Monterey County’s most well attended fundraisers in recent 
years.  

Executive director, Siobhan Greene, and Board Chair, Dave Bernahl, spearheaded Lighting 
the Way 2005 as CASA of Monterey County’s first formal fundraiser with a gala evening at 
Chateau Julien in Carmel Valley.  A magical evening took advantage of this beautiful location, 
using the Chateau and Conservatory for cocktails and silent auction, and culminating with 
dinner and live auction in the Chai, amidst towering tea-lit wine barrels.  In 2006, Lighting 
the Way made magic again at Chateau Julien with a completely sold out event.

Having outgrown the Chateau, we made the decision to move locations and change our 
theme.  Thus, Lighting the Way – The Cotton Club was born in 2007.  With the support of 
Hyatt Regency staff, CASA board members, and community volunteers, we transformed the 
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Regency Ballroom into an authentic Cotton Club….complete with Dennis Murphy’s big band 
and featured trumpeter and vocalist, Joe Grandsen.  

Upon entrance to our Speakeasy, the champagne was bubblin’ and the joint was jumpin’ with 
over 300 costume-clad guests.  When the ballroom doors opened for dinner, faces lit up with 
delight and audible gasps filled the air.  By the end of the night, Lighting the Way, The Cotton 
Club raised record funds.  

In addition to a dedicated staff and an event committee who work tirelessly to make Lighting 
the Way succeed each year, support  from our major sponsors enables us to make these 
magical evenings possible.  Mike and Marian Rossi, Judie and Bob Profeta, Al and Frieda 
Saroyan, and Charles and Sandra Chrietzberg are a few of our most generous sponsors, and 
to them we are eternally grateful.

Back by popular demand, we are busily planning Lighting the Way-The Cotton Club 2008, 
scheduled for April 5th, 2008.
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Lighting the Way — The Cotton Club 

Your support pays for program expenses, 
outreach, recruitment and training, 
helping us engage more volunteer 
advocates every year.  When you 
‘adopt-an-advocate’ through 
financial support you help 
them help children. 
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Monterey County has over 500 
children in foster care. Every year, 
Monterey County Department of 
Social Services receives more than 
5,000 reports of suspected child 
abuse and neglect.

California has the largest number of 
children in foster care in our nation, 
making the cost to us staggering.

But the real cost is to the child… it 
can cost a child her future. 

Other Events 2005 – 2006 
CASA of Monterey County benefits from 
several events throughout the course of the 
year.  We are so grateful for the creativity, 
hard work, and attention to detail that 
makes these events so exceptional.  

Events hosted by supporters who 
donate proceeds to CASA:

Paraiso Vineyards Charity Events 
Concours d’Elegance Charity Car Raffle
The Quail Motorsport
Trofholz Technologies, Inc., Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament
Mexican Mother’s Day Dinner

In-House Events:

The CASA Golf Classic
CASA’s Annual Friends of CASA Luncheon
CASA’s Annual Volunteer Recognition Party


